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Date Maired: 03^12/2007 

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATION UNDER 35 U.8.C 371 AND 37 CFR 1^5 

The applicant rs hereby advised that the United States Patent and TradeTnark Office fn Its capaCffy as a 
DesTgnated / Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495), has d etermin ed that the above identified international application has 
met the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371. and Ts ACCEPTED for national patentability examlnatian in the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office. 

The United States Application Number assigned to the apprication is shown above and the relevant dates are: 



O4/2O/2006 

DATE OF RECEIPT OF 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1), (c)(2) and 
(c)(4) R£QU1REI\/IENTS 



q4/50/i20Qg, 

DATE OF COMPLETION OF ALL 35 U-S.C- 371 
REOUIREMENTS 



A Filing i^ecetpt (PTO-103X) will be issued for the present application in due course. THE DATE APPEARING 
ON ™e FILING RECEIPT AS THC * FILING DATE" IS THE DATE ON WHICH THE LAST OF THE 35 U^.C. 
371 (c)(1), (cK2) and (c)(4) REQUIREMENTS HAS ElEEN RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE. THIS DAt^ IS SHOWN 
ABOVE. T^e ffhlig cfete of the above id&n&ied ^ppttcation 19 the iniematfonBf Wing date of the intemaffonai 
appBcation (ArUcSe ti(3) and 35 363). Once the Filing Receipt has t^een received, send all 

correspondmoe'to the Group Art Un'rt desi^iated thereon. 



The follovtdng ilems have been received: 

« Copy of the International Application Hied on 04/20igp06 

• English Tt^nslation of the lA filed on 04/20/2006 

• Copy of the International Search Report filed onp4/20/2006 
» Copy of rPE Report filed on 04/20/2006 

• Copy of Annexes to the IPER filed on 04/20/2006 
m- Preliminary Amendments filed on 04/20/2006 

• Information Disclosure Statements fUed on 

• Oath or Declaration filed on O4/20/20O6 
. • Request f6r Immediate Examination filed on 04/20/2006 

• U^. Basic National Fees ffled on 04/20/2006 ^ 

• Assignment filed on 04/20/2006 
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• Specification filed on 04/20/2006 ^ 

• Claims tiled on 04/2O/2006 ^ • 

• AtJstractSffled on 04/20/2006 

• Drawir^gs filed on 04/20^006 ^ 

The followrng defects have been observed: 

• ""^^ translations of Annettes ar e canceled since the translations were not submitted prior to 30 




TrBdemark Offioe mudt be maHed 
above (37 CFR 1.6) 



DARRELL C COTIMAN 
TelBphone: (703) 30&^9140 EXT 203 



PART 1 - ATTORNEY/APPLICANT COPY 



FORM PCT/DO/EO/g03 (371 AOOOptanca Notloo) 
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Certificate of Tran smissioni 111 t^lj^^j y CT"J 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 
the Patent and Trademark Office (Fax No.: 571-273-3201) on 
26 March 20O7 Yhs Communication includes 10 pages. 



Signature of Sender: 



Name of Sender: 

R.Hoeckh 



PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEI^IARK OFFICE 

Applicant: SCHWOERER, Artur ) Examiner: 

Application: No.: 10/576,524 ) unl<nown 

per Filing Date: November 03, 2004 ) Art Unit: 

For: LOWERING DEVICE COMPRISING A ) unknown 

SUPPORT STRUCTURE ) 

Atty. Docket No.: P8331US(PCT) 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER IN RESPONSE TO NOTICE 
OF ACCEPTANCE UNDER 35 USC 371 



MAIL STOP per 
Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
U.S.A. 

Transmitted herewith is a request to include a translation of annexes in 
the USPTO file. Please also note the following crossed items: 
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(x) A copy of the Notice of Acceptance is enclosed. 

( ) An Assrgnment of Invention to 

( ) Declaration enclosed. 

( ) Two sheets formal drawings enclosed. 

( ) Please charge Deposit Account Nunnber 11-1447 In the amount 
of $ for the late Declaration. 

( ) The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of 
fees associated with this communication or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account Number 11-1447, 

( ) Applicant believes that no extension of term Is required. However, 
this conditional petition is being made to provide for the possibility 
that applicant has inadvertently overlooked the need for a petition 
and fee for extension of time. 

( ) Return Postcard Receipt 



Respectfully submitted 

Dr. Paul Vincent 
Reg. No. 37,461 

Date 

Kohler Schmid Moebus 
Patentanwalte 
Ruppmannstrasse 27 
D-70565 Stuttgart 
Germany 

Telephone: 49-711-78 47 30 
Fax : 49-711-78 00 996 
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PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



The Applicant received a notice of acceptance of Application under 35 USC 
371 and 37 CFR 1.495 in the subject patent application. In the notice, 
second page thereof, the USPTO stated that the translation of the annexes 
was cancelled, since the translation was not submitted prior art to 30 
months from the priority date. The Applicant respectfully disagrees with 
this assessment for the following reasons. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The Agent for the Applicant filed a request for nationalization of PCT 
application number PCT/DE2004/02427 on April 20*", 2006. The request 
for nationalization included a translation of the annexes to the 
International Preliminary Examination Report. Since the subject 
international application claims Paris Convention priority to DE 10 351 
255.1 filed on November 3"*, 2003, the 30 month deadline for 



Applicant: SCHWOERER, Artur 

Application: No.: 10/576,524 

PCT Filing Date: November 03, 2004 
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) Examiner: 
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nationalization was May 3*^, 2006. Therefore, the annexes were timely 
filed and should be included in the US PTO file. 

EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF THE FACTS 

The Applicant hereby encloses a copy of the United States Image file 
listing for the subject patent application indicating the location of the 
annex translation. The annex translation Is labeled as a "claims" document 
and consists of two pages. A true copy of the subject two pages of the 
annex translation is also enclosed. Both the image file listing as well as 
the first page of the translation indicate receipt by the USPTO on April 
20*, 2006. 

SUMMARY AND REQUEST 

This communication provides clear evidence that the annexes were filed in 
a timely fashion. The USPTO is therefore respectfully requested to include 
the annexes in Wie current file. 
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Respectfully submitted^ 

Dr, Paul Vincent 
Registration number 37,461 

Date 

Enclosures: 

Image file listing of the US PTO; 

copy of the translation of the annexes present in the image file. 

Kohler Schmid Moebus 
Patentanwalte 
Ruppmannstrasse 27 
D-70565 Stuttgart 
Germany 

Telephone: 49-711-78 47 30 
Fax : 49-711-78 00 996 
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MPISRsc'dPCT/Pm 20 APR 2005 

True Translation of PCr/DE2004/002427 claims as ameiKled on August 05, 2005 



P8331USCPCr> 

Claims 

1. Lowering device C^O) of a support structure (38) consisting of at 

least one plate (17>, wherein a locking mechanism (16) is fbmned on 
a firA side of the plate (17)^ which can be moved Into two positions^ 
and wherein a support structure C38) can be applied to a second side 
of the platae {17>^ which is lifted relative to the stationary plate (17) 
in a first position of the locking mec:hani5m (16), and is lowered 
relative to the stationary plate (17) In a second position of the 
locking mechanism (16) in response to the force of gravity^ wherein 
the support structure (38) engages the locking mechanism (16) via 
bolts (12^ 13) and the bolts (12, 13) can be displaced relative to the 
plate (17) from the first position into the second position and vice 
vefsa^ charartertzed in that the locking mechanism (16) Is formed 
from a first and a second latch part (Id, 20) which each surround at 
least parts of the first free end region of a bolt (12, 13), wherein the 
bolts (12r 13) penetrate through elongated holes (15) in the plate 
(17) to permit displacement of the bolts (12, 13) relative to the plate 
(17), wherein the bolts (12, 13) can be fixed to the support structure 
(38) in the region of their second fUee ends. 

2. Lx>wering device according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
second latch part (20) is rotatably disixised about the bolt (13) 
which it surrounds, and comprises a first and a second support 
. surface (31, 36) via which the second latch part (20) Is supported on 
a projection (18) of the plate (17) in correspondence with the 
respective location, wherein the respective support surfeces (31, 36) 
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have different separations from the axis (35) which fs formed by the 
bolt (13). 

3» Lowering device according to dafm Z, charactertzed in that the first 
latch part (19) comprises a free end (33) which partially covers an 
opening (28) of the plate (17) and surrounds the bolt (12) in such a 
manner that, upon pivoting the first latch part (Id) away from the 
opening (28), the second latch part (20) automatically pivots into 
the second position under the action of the force exerted by the 
support stnpK±ure on the locking medianism (16). 

4. Lowering device according to claims 1 through 3, characterized in 
mat the plate (17) is mounted to one end of an elongated housing, 
the other end of the housing comprising a bracket (21) which has an 
elongated hole (14) for receiving a boit (11) which ran be 
stationarliy fixed to the support structure (38), and Is overiapi>ed by 
a fi-ame (24) which is rigidly connected to both ttie bracket (21) and 
the plate (17)- 

5- Lowering device according to claim 4, ctiar^cterized in that 

receptacles (25, 26) for a support are provided on the housing, via 
which tlie housing can be fixed to the support. 

e. Lowering device according to claim 4 or 5, characterized In that the 
housing can be mounted to the side of a truss girder (38) of a floor 
table- 
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